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A £20,000,000 FRAUD. -
Chat Is What the Bridal Package In the
Government Treasury 1s Declared to Be.

“I hate to shatter a pet delusion by
giving the facts in the case,” said a
former clerk in the treasury department
at Washington, *‘but frgud ought to be
exposed regardless of consequences, and
the greatest fraud I know of is the fa-
mous ‘bridal package’ of the treasury
vaults. J
“I say famous, but it isn’t famous in
8 general sense. It is famous only
among bridal couples. 1 don't know
how it is, but every bridal couple that

tour—and it seems to me that about
nine-tenths of the bridal couples of the
country go to Washington—know all
about that package, and the bride can't
rest until she goes through the regular
routine connected with it. No visit to
Washington by a stranger is complete
without an inspection of the treasury
vaults, but if his or her visit is a non-
bridal one the fraud of the package
ian’t played.

“I don’t know who it was in the de
partment that first imposed it on a bri-
dal pair, but it went, and it grows in
popularity every year. When the couple
enter the vault, the man in charge, aft-
er a few preliminary and perfunctory
remarks, reaches up on a shelf, takes
down a package of notes, and tells the
bride to take it in her hand, if she
basn’t asked for it the very first thing.
He then tells her that the package con-
tains 20,000,000 in treasury notes, all
in denomination of $10,000 each. The
bride is delighted, of course, and when
she goes back home she talks for weeks
about having beld $20,000,000 in her
haiid all at one time. The bridegroom
can’t resist emjoying that same pleas-
are, aud he fondles the package awhile,
and the pair go away blissful over the
experience, while the treasury  vaunlt
man tosses tho package back on the
shelf and chuckles. _

#*Now this is all rimply a gigantio
fraud on the young people. The treas-
ury at Washington does not held that
amount of money. The bulk of the g0v-
ernment money is at the subtreasury in
this city That ‘bridal package’ is a
gay de(‘eiiv('r. It does coutain notes to
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Royal makes the food pure, .
' ¥ wholesome and ddficious. |

Absolutely Pure

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK.

Our Nation’s Wealth In Gold Dollars.

The wealthiest nation of the world is
the United States. The census of 189¢
shows the-true valuation, or fair selling
*price, of the real and persoual property
of the count?y to be $63,037,091,197,
It is'an increase of over 49 per cent on
the valuation of the prévious decade
and is about six times the value of the
money of the entire world. - The mind
cannot grasp the meamning of such fig-
‘ures without graphic illustration. This
amount in gald dollars would load 123, -
570 carfs, each cirrying a ton. If 2,000
gbld dollars were pjlod one on the other,
they would form a stack three feet high.
Make similar piles olose together till a
wall of gold one mile long and worth
$2380,400,000 is formred. Increase this
wall to 2814 miles and the amount
would represent cur national wealth.

square miles.—Willimin George Jordan
in Ladies’ Home Journul.

A Turkish Bride. g
Richard “Davey, in his book, ‘“The
Sultan and His Subjects,”’ thus de-
seribes “the appearance of a Turkish
bride: ~

““The bride_, whom we will call Gul
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